Homework Policy

EDUCATION IS A PARTNERSHIP

BETWEEN HOME, SCHOOL AND THE

COMMUNITY
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The Drive Primary School



This policy was formulated in Summer 1998 (Revised Autumn 2002)

HOMEWORK POLICY
Homework provides the opportunity for children to develop as independent learners and to extend and reflect upon their "in school" experiences.

Its aims are:

· to practice and consolidate class work

· to encourage ownership and responsibility for learning

· to provide training in planning and organising time

· to promote good habits and self discipline

· to enable the pace of learning to be maintained

· to develop study and library skills

· to involve parents in pupils' work

The amount and type of homework may vary according to the needs of the child and class.

As children progress through the school, the amount of homework will gradually increase.

Pupils will be expected to take responsibility for the completion and return of homework as specified by the class teacher.

All children will be given reading and maths homework books.

A note will be kept of pupils who do not return homework.

The children will be expected to read at home on a regular basis.  Parents are encouraged to hear their child read and support the activity through feedback/comments in the reading diaries.

We ensure homework does not become laborious or a matter of anxiety for the children; nor should it limit out of school activities such as sport or Brownies/Cubs etc.

It is hoped that parents will support the school and encourage the children to appreciate the value of homework.

HOMEWORK

Parents play an important part in helping their children develop their skills and abilities, and homework can play a prominent part in linking the support given at home to the work undertaken in school.

Homework may be set by individual teachers, the content of which will be for the purpose of preparation, follow up or reinforcement, eg multiplication tables, research for topic work, spellings etc.

If homework is set, a teacher is under obligation to mark it by whatever means is appropriate.

A Homework Club is also available at school, this is generally offered on a Tuesday after school between 3:15 and 4pm in the Autumn/Winter and 3:15 – 4:15pm in the Summer Term.  A teacher will be available during this time to supervise and support childrens learning.

All pupils take reading books home and parents are encouraged to contribute to the reading record.  Younger children are given reading activities to share with their parents.  From Reception onwards the children are given weekly spelling lists to learn at home.

We are aware of the many outside activities which take up much of the children's time, eg dancing, swimming, Brownies, Beavers etc and it is therefore our philosophy not to give out a lot of homework unnecessarily.  Homework is an extension activity which complements and reinforces what is taught in school.  It is anticipated that younger children (6 year olds) would spend not more than about twenty minutes on a reading related activity, gradually increasing the time spent on homework to not more than an hour in any one evening by Year 6.  Recommended time allocation for daily home activities can be seen in the following table.

Pupils are under no legal obligation to complete homework but if a parent does not wish a child to be given homework a written communication to that effect will be sought.

Homework will not usually be given when a pupil is absent through illness or holiday.

PRIVATE 
RECOMMENDED TIME ALLOCATION





READING
OTHER HOME ACTIVITIES

Reception
10
10

Years 1 and 2
20
10

Years 3 and 4
20
20

Years 5 and 6
20
30

HOMEWORK

Guidelines for Parents
HOW CAN YOU HELP?

Try to encourage your child to have a regular time for doing homework.  Some children like to do their homework as soon as the come in from school.  Most children however may need a break from school work and something to eat before they begin.  Your child may need your company and encouragement before being able to establish a routine for doing homework.

Your child will need a comfortable place to work, which is warm and free from distractions.  Not all children will feel comfortable in their bedroom; they may feel isolated in a place away from the rest of the family.  Some children can concentrate very well while listening to music but others may need peace and quiet.

Keep a check on the homework that your child is given and contact your child's teacher if you find they are getting too much work or indeed if you feel that your child could cope with more.

Encourage your child to put completed homework into a school bag ready to be taken into school the next day.  Many children remember to do their homework but then leave it at home!

You can help your child with homework by "proof reading" what has been written and pointing out mistakes.  Listen to your child read what has been written.  You can give advice about spelling and grammar and encourage good presentation.  If neither you or your child know how to do the work, get your child to ask the teacher.

Please sign your child's reading or maths diary to indicate that the homework has been done - when appropriate.

WHAT IS HOMEWORK?

Your child's homework might be any of the following tasks or activities:

· Reading activities - reading aloud or silently.

· Written assignments of various kinds, language or number based.

· Collecting data or information from books, newspapers, people, the Media or their own observations.

· Note taking.

· Constructing.

· Thinking.

· Talking, discussing.

· Reviewing past work.

· Preparing a talk.

· Planning in rough.

· Drawing, painting, designing.

· Collecting artefacts.

· Diary writing.

· Learning.

· Revising for a test, eg spellings, mental arithmetic, tables.

· Working on the presentation of a piece of work.
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The Drive Primary School

Ms H D R Gofton BPhil MEd


Head Teacher


The Drive, Felling, Gateshead, Tyne and Wear, NE10 0PY


Tel: (0191) 4210390   Fax: (0191) 4699763

Date ………………………………………………………………….

Dear 

It has come to my notice that …………………………………………………… is failing to return/complete their homework.

I would be grateful if you would encourage ……………………………………………… to do their homework.

If there are any problems please do not hesitate to contact me.

Thank you for your support.

Yours sincerely

Class Teacher
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