Marking Policy

Rationale

To ensure that all children have their work marked in such a way that it is likely to improve their learning, develop their self confidence, raise their self esteem and provide opportunities for self assessment. These principles being based on “assessment for learning” as outlined in the Assessment Policy document.

This policy will ensure a greater consistency in the way that childrens’ work at The Drive is marked.

Principles

1. Marking of childrens work can have different roles and purposes at different timeand can involve both written and verbal feedback.

2. Whenever appropriate/possible, teachers should provide individual verbal feedback to the children.

3. The marking of work should be regular and frequent.

4. Marking should not confuse attainment with achievement. The emphasis in marking should be on a child’s achievement and progress.

5. Teachers should look for strengths before identifying weaknesses when marking.

6. Marking is linked to the particular learning objectives/ success criteria given for each piece of work.

7. Teachers should look for opportunities to provide positive public feedback to children concerning work which demonstrates high achievement for particular children.

8. Marking procedures and standards should be consistently applied across both key stages.

9. The learning objectives/ success criteria or WALT/ WILF, will be made visible to the children at the beginning of each lesson. The children should know that their work will be marked with these in mind.

10. Marking practices/ procedures are in line with The Drive’s overall policy on Assessment, Recording and Reporting achievement, and in keeping with the wide range of ways in which we celebrate our children’s achievements.

11. Marks are used to inform teacher judgements concerning the progress of individual children and to inform teacher records and reports.

12. Further guidance may be found in individual curriculum guidelines.

General guidelines

The following agreed procedures for marking childrens  work should be implemented by all  the staff:

a) Work should be marked as soon as possible after completion, if possible in the presence of the child.

b) Work should be marked according to the curriculum focus i.e. in a piece of Science work it is the
Science content that is the focus and not merely the English.

c) Correct pieces of work should be marked with a tick and a positive comment where appropriate.

d) Incorrect pieces of work should be crossed and a written/ verbal comment given to the child on how the work could be improved.

e) When correcting mistakes, rubbers should be used sparingly. Children should be encouraged, even when writing in pencil, to put a thin line through the mistake and write the correct work either above it or nearby.

f) There may be occasions where it is more appropriate to answer a piece of work rather than correct it (as with diary or journal entries).

g) The use of stars and encouragement stickers should be used in relation to achievement and not just attainment.

Literacy

As well as the general guidelines/ principles, the following should be adhered to, particularly with regard to writing.

1. In KS1, and for less able children in KS2, symbols should be used to inform children of any changes they may have to make to improve their piece of work. These may be used for the purposes of redrafting or purely for information so that the child knows how to improve their work next time.

2. In KS2 self evaluation of written work is to be encouraged as well as paired marking by the children. This should be carried out with regard to the learning objectives/ success criteria shown at the onset of the lesson. 

3. On occasion it may be helpful for the child to write down the WALT / learning objective at the beginning of a piece of writing so that they can see what criteria the work is being marked against.

4. Teachers should encourage children to spend some time reflecting on their comments and also acting upon them i.e. improving or rewriting.

(For examples of marking in literacy see appendix)

Numeracy

      As with Literacy, as well the general guidelines/ principles, the following should be adhered to.

1. Any incorrect answers should be marked with a X, unless the teacher wishes the child to repeat the question (do a correction) in which case it should marked with a C and the correction placed either next to the original answer or as close to it as possible.

2. Teachers should endeavour to comment, either in writing or verbally, why something is marked as being wrong and how it can be corrected.

NB 

Although the children will experience a wide variety of writing materials, in KS1 children should write in pencil in their workbooks. In KS2 the use of pen in workbooks should only be encouraged when children have reached a good standard i.e. writing is legible and correctly joined. In Y5 and Y6 the use of good quality pens should be encouraged. Tipp-ex should not be used by the children. Teachers should vary the colour pen that they mark in so that children don’t become immune to the effect of the marking and disregard the red marks.

Monitoring and evaluation

Individual curriculum coordinators will collect work from each class on a regular basis to check the implementation of this policy.

Its desired outcomes are for the improvement of childrens’ learning, and greater clarity amongst both our children and parents concerning the childrens’ achievements and progress.

Performance indicators will be:-

a) an improvement in attainment

b) teacher, child and parent testimony concerning the usefulness of the marking

c) consistency in teacher’s marking across both key stages in school and between year groups

d) an awareness shown by the pupils of The Drive as to what is expected of them.

Policy Review

This policy will be reviewed and updated on a regular basis

