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Special Educational Needs Policy
Rationale
Under the Education Act 1996 schools have a legal duty to have regard to the Special Needs Code of Practice.  This policy reflects the principles in the school mission statement and outlines the aims of the governing body in making provision for pupils with special educational needs.

We recognise that :-
Provision for children with SEN is a matter for the school as a whole and that all teachers are teachers of children with Sepcial Needs

Definition of Special Educational Needs

The staff and governors recognise that "children have special educational needs if they have a learning difficulty which calls for special educational provision to be made for them".







(Education Act 1996)

and that

"A child has a learning difficulty if he or she 

a) has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of children of the same age or

b) has a disability which either prevents or hinders the child from making use of educational facilities of a kind provided for children of the same age in schools in the L.E.A.".

They recognise that a learning difficulty may be the result of any number of causes including for instance:-



learning disability



behavioural problems/emotional problems



sensory impairment

Aims

The Head Teacher and Governors will ensure that:-

· that children with SEN have a right to a broad and balanced curriculum including the National Curriculum

· the school will work closely with special education professionals to ensure that any child’s special educational needs are identified early

· the needs of all pupils who may have special educational needs either throughout, or at any time during their education at The Drive School are met

· children with special educational needs will receive an enhanced level of provision, monitoring and resourcing to meet all their needs

· the school and special educational professionals will work closely with parents/carers of children with S.E.N., involving and consulting them at all stages

· the views of the child will be sought and taken into account

Provision
In providing for children with S.E.N. the staff and governors believe that:-

· the needs of most of these children will be met by a differentiated approach to teaching

· all children can learn and make progress but that some will need to be taught in very small steps, one at a time, in small groups or one to one

· by committing themselves to working with parents they ensure the social, emotional and academic progress of children

· the school will develop the self-esteem of all children by encouraging them and praising their efforts and building on their strengths and interests

Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator
Mrs B Kennard LST, supported by Ms H Gofton, Head Teacher are responsible for co-ordinating the day to day provision of education for pupils with SEN.

Jointly they have responsibility for:-

· ensuring liaison with parents and other professionals in respect of children with SEN

· advising and supporting class teachers and support assistants

· ensuring that appropriate Individual Education Plans are in place

· ensuring that relevant background information about individual children with SEN is collected, recorded and updated

Identification assessment and provision

The governors and staff recognise the importance of early identification, assessment and provision for any child who may have SEN:-

· monitoring of individual children’s progress throughout the foundation stage is essential

· curriculum and baseline assessment processes will be used to identify any learning difficulties in the Early Years settings

· by annual reading and spelling tests and yearly SATs results will be used to identify learning difficulties in KS1/KS2 

· there will be three levels of support for children with special educational needs:-

School Action
School Action +
Statement

· children of any of these levels of support will have termly learning targets set for them in an Individual Education Programme.  IEPs will be written jointly by the Class Teacher and LST/SENCO

· Each child’s IEP will be reviewed by Class Teacher and LST/SENCO at the end of the term and new targets set for the next term

School Action

If a child is identified as having special educational needs the Head Teacher, SENCO and the child’s class teacher will:

· Use information from the child’s previous educational experience to provide starting points for the development of an appropriate curriculum for the child

· Identify and focus attention on the child’s skills and high light areas for early action to support the child within the class

· Use the curricular and baseline and KS1/KS2 assessment processes to allow the child to show what they know, understand and can do, as well as to identify any learning difficulties

· Ensure that ongoing observation and assessment provide regular feedback to teachers and parents about the child’s achievements and experiences and that the outcomes of such assessment form the basis for planning the next steps of the child’s learning

· Involve parents in developing and implementing a joint learning approach at home and in school

The IEP will include information about:

· The short term targets set for or by the child

· The teaching strategies to be used

· The provision to be in place

· When the plan is to be reviewed

· Success and/or exit criteria

· Outcomes (to be recorded when the IEP is reviewed)

School Action +

The triggers for School Action + could be that despite receiving an individualised programme and/or concentrated support under School Action, the child:

· Continues to make little or no progress in specific areas over a long period

· Continues working at National Curriculum levels substantially below that expected of children of a similar age

· Continues to have difficulty in developing literacy and numeracy skills

· Has emotional or behavioural difficulties which substantially and regularly interfere with the child’s own learning or that of the class group, despite having an individualised behaviour management programme

· Has sensory or physical needs and required additional specialist equipment or regular advice or visits by a specialist service

· Has ongoing communication or interaction difficulties that impede the development of social relationships and cause substantial barriers to learning

· The school LST/SENCO and Class Teacher will then hold a review to discuss the child’s difficulties with the parents in order to obtain their consent to refer the child to the relevant specialist teacher or Educational Psychologist

· The specialist teacher or educational psychologist will then assess the child and work together with the class teacher, LST/SENCO and parents to devise a new IEP which meets the child’s needs

The role of the Learning Support Teacher may included:-

· Use of a wide range of assessment material to ascertain the strengths and difficulties of children with SEN in order to set realistic targets

· Close collaboration with class teachers when writing IEPs in order to set manageable and realistic targets, devise useful strategies and make use of appropriate equipment and teaching materials

· Advising an supporting class teachers with regard to teaching approaches and resources

· Setting up strategies such as Behaviour Modification Programmes and providing defferentiated material

· Supporting children with SEN in small group work or working 1:1

· Seeking additional information from parents about the child’s difficulties

· Working in partnership with the parents

· Liaison with other support staff, educational psychologists, speech therapists and social workers

Admission arrangements for pupils with S.E.N.
Normal admission arrangements apply to children with SEN who do not have a statement.  In these cases, records from any previous school attended will be sought as usual and our aim will be to continue any programmes of work or support already begun in the previous school.  Where a child enters school with no background information and shows severe difficulty in coping with school life, then parental consent will be sought to move the child immediately to School Action + and involve external specialists.

Any admission of a child with a statement of special educational needs would be done only after consultation with the LEA and the school Governing Body.

S.E.N. Specialism
The school has a part-time learning support teacher a certificate in Specific Learning Difficulties from Newcastle University (2000).

Special facilities for pupils with S.E.N.
The school is on one level but there are no toilet facilities for wheelchair users and access to the playground would be difficult.  This will be addressed in the future.
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